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President’s Message
The International Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Associ-
ation (IHPBA) continues to grow in many ways. One
obvious growth is our membership, which presently
approaches 1,100 active, senior and honorary
members. As the IHPBA enters its second decade, we
have more involvedmembers than at any other point in
our existence. This achievement has occurred because
of very successful World and Regional Congresses, the
emergence of several new National Chapters and the
ongoing efforts of our Executive Secretariat,
Medconnect. I am pleased to report that the contract
with Medconnect for association management has
been renewed for another four years.
One benefit of IHPBA membership is the opportu-
nity to interact with international colleagues at our
World and Regional Congresses. However, communi-
cation between meetings is equally important. In this
regard the IHPBA has updated its Membership
Directory, which accompanies this issue of HPB. We
hope that you will keep the Directory handy and put it
to good use. To enhance communication, a new
electronic Newsletter was introduced inDecember and
will appear again in June. The eNewsletter will
compliment the hard copy, which appears in March
and September in HPB as well as with our biannual
mailings.
As you know, the IHPBA leadership has recently
requested your feedback through an online Member
Survey. We greatly appreciate your input on the
services offered, our official journal, HPB, the World
Congresses, the Regional Associations, our mission,
your overall satisfaction, and data about you. This
information will be very useful to the Council as we go
through a strategic planning process in Heidelberg in
May. We have also asked your opinion about HPB
Fellowships through a separate survey developed
through the new Education and Training Committee.
Again, thank you for your input and participation.
As 2005 is an “odd year”, the three Regional HPB
Associations meet this year. The Asian Society of
Hepato-Biliary Pancreatic Surgery (ASHBPS) met in
Manila last month. This very successful meeting was
historic in that the Asian-Pacific Hepato-Pancreato-
Biliary Association (A-PHPBA) was born. Tadahiro
Takada will be the first President of the A-PHPBA,
which has a new Council, new Committees, new
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. The American
Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association (AHPBA) will
hold its Americas Congress next month in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida in conjunction with the Society of
American Gastrointestinal Endoscopic Surgeons
(SAGES) as well as the American College of Surgeons
(ACS). The AHPBA leadership held a strategic
planning meeting this past fall and has decided to turn
over the Presidency each year and to hold an American
meeting in the even years in addition to their Americas
Congresses in the odd years. The European Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary Association (EHPBA) will hold its
European Congress in May in Heidelberg, Germany.
The EHPBA also has developed new Articles of
Incorporation and Bylaws and will begin a regular
rotation of their officers, council and committees.
The emergence of strong new National Chapters
also has been a major advance for the IHPBA in recent
years. The German Chapter and the Canadian
Chapter were born last year, and the Canadiansmade a
proposal to host the 2010 World Congress. The
Chinese Chapter held a very successful inaugural
Congress in December. More details about this
historic meeting are provided in this Newsletter. In
addition, the Brazilian Chapter will be holding their
second Congress this August, and the Indian Chapter
will hold another Congress in September. Moreover,
the Indian Chapter will host the 2008World Congress.
Finally, the Argentine Chapter made a successful bid
for the 2010 World Congress.
The last issue that I would like to highlight is the
further development ofHPB, our official journal. Last
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year, Jim Toouli took over as the Editor, and the
IHPBA renegotiated their Agreement with the
publisher, Taylor and Francis. The flow of original
manuscripts and review articles has increased
substantially. As a result, the number of pages per year
has increased from 256 to 320 for 2005, and we
anticipate an increase from four to six issues per year in
2006. Finally, the IHPBA has signed an Agreement
with the AHPBA to provide HPB to all of their
members for the next five years. This Agreement will
increase the circulation of HPB by more than 20%.
Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve as your
President.
Henry A. Pitt
IHPBA President
AHPBA votes to subscribe to the HPB
Dr. Henry A. Pitt, IHPBA President, officially
announced the decision of the AHPBA Executive
Council to purchase subscriptions to HPB for their
active members. The vote was approved on October
30th and negotiated by C. Wright Pinson, AHPBA
President and Henry A. Pitt, IHPBA President. The
agreement will run from January 1st, 2005 through
December 31st, 2009. The AHPBA has also agreed to
contribute manuscripts from the IHPBA World
Congress and will encourage submissions of papers
from their annual Surgical Forum meeting. President
Pitt commented, “this Agreement is a clear ‘win-win’
for the IHPBA and AHPBA.”
First Congress of Chinese HPB Chapter
(CHPBC) in Wuhan, December 2004
The 1st congress of the Chinese Chapter of the
International Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association
(CHPBC) has been successfully held inWuhan, China
on December 3-6, 2004. 1100 surgeons, physicians,
and scientists from more than ten countries and
districts have attended the congress, and shared their
knowledge in research and clinical management of
HPB diseases. More than 600 articles were received,
and 100 of them were presented and communicated in
the meeting. Some famous experts and officials of the
IHPBA, such as IHPBA Past President, Prof. Joseph
W. Y. Lau, President-Elect, Prof. Markus W. Bu¨chler,
Secretary General, Prof. Dirk Joan Gouma, Editor-in-
chief of HPB journal, Prof. Jim Toouli attended the
congress and showed their support to the Chinese
Chapter of IHPBA. Chinese prominent experts
attending this congress included prestigious Acade-
micians of the Chinese Academy of Science, Prof. Jie-
ping Wu, Prof. Fa-zu Qiu, Prof. Meng-chao Wu,
Academicians of the Chinese Academy of Engineering,
Prof. Zhi-qiang Huang, and Prof. Zhao-you Tang, as
well as famous experts Prof. Yu Zhu, Prof. Ru-yu Du
and Chairman of the Congress, Prof. Xiao-ping Chen.
This congress was a great success and greatly
promoted the development of research and clinical
management of HPB diseases in China as well as
exchanges between China and the international asso-
ciation in this field.
Zhi-yong Huang, M.D.
Secretary of the CHPBC Congress
2005 Membership Directory Delivered
The 2005 IHPBA Membership Directory is being
included in this mailing with your HPB 7.1 for all
IHPBA active members. All Honorary, Senior and
Active Members who paid dues in 2003 and/or 2004
were included. Members were listed alphabetically
and by country. The Membership Directory also
contains the updated IHPBAArticles of Incorporation,
Bylaws, history of the Association and information on
the AHPBA, EHPBA and A-PHPBA. The IHPBA
Membership Directory will be updated every other
year.
IHPBA Member Survey
The International Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Associ-
ation (IHPBA) has entered its second decade of
existence. While our roots go back to the late 1970s, a
formal strategic planning process has not been
performed. To facilitate this process, the IHPBA
leadership recently asked your opinions about our
services, our journal,HPB, our World Congresses, our
Regional Associations, and our mission in the form of
an online survey. We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all of you who took the time to complete
the survey and provide us with valuable information on
which to focus our activities in the future. The results
of this survey will be reported back to you at our
upcoming meetings and publications. Thank you for
helping us make the IHPBA better for you.
Call for Warren Fellowship Applications
The IHPBA President and Council are honored to
announce for award the 2005 Kenneth W. Warren
Fellowship, made possible by a generous donation to
the IHPBA by Dr. Kenneth W. Warren.
The fellowship provides USD 20,000 to be used to
support the recipient’s own salary in conduction of
clinical or laboratory research over 12 months in a host
department and country outside the applicant’s own
department and country.
Applications for the 2005 Warren Fellowship are
now being accepted for review. The deadline for
submittal of your application is April 30th 2005.
Please submit your application to IHPBA Secretary
General, Prof. Dirk J. Gouma. For more information
on the application process, please visit the IHPBA
website www.IHPBA.org and click on Warren
Fellowship/application.
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IHPBA Executive Secretariat Available
Please note that American Express credit cards are also
accepted for Membership Dues payments. For any
questions regarding your membership status, dues or
change of contact information, please contact Ruth
Williams at:
Medconnect GmbH
Bruennstein Strasse 10
81541 Munich, Germany
E-mail: IHPBA@medc.de
Website: www.medconnect.biz
Tel:+49 89 4141 9240
Fax:+49 89 4141 9245
2005 Regional Association Congresses
8th Congress of theAsian Society ofHepatobiliary
Pancreatic Surgery
This successful meeting was organised by Serafin
Hilvano and the Division of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic
Surgery of the University of the PhilippinesManila and
held at the EDSA Shangrila Hotel in Manila, Philip-
pines from February 10 – 13, 2005. Drs. J. Lau, H.
Pitt, J. Belghiti and D. Gouma represented the IHPBA
at this meeting which also hosted the founding of the
Asian-Pacific Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association
(A-PHPBA). Prof. T. Takada was elected as the first
President of this new organisation and Prof. J. Toouli
has been nominated as President-Elect.
The following regional associations under the
umbrella of the IHPBA will be holding their annual
meetings in 2005. Please note their early registration
deadlines to take advantage of their discount regis-
tration fee. You may link to any of these meetings via
the IHPBA website for more information.
5th Americas Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Asso-
ciation Congress
Dates: April 14–17, 2005
Chairman: Dr. C. Wright Pinson
Location: Fort Lauderdale, Florida USA
Early Registration deadline: March 4, 2005
Homepage: www.IHPBA.org/Meetings/americas
6th European Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Asso-
ciation Congress
Dates: May 25–28, 2005
Chairman: Prof. Dr. Markus Bu¨chler
Location: Heidelberg, Germany
Early Registration deadline: March 31, 2005
Homepage: www.IHPBA.org/Meetings/europe
2005 National Chapter Meetings
Argentina: November 5
Brazil: August 22–27
Canada: September 5
Czech Republic: April 7–8
Egypt: January 27–30
Germany: May 27
India: September 2–4
Italy: June 10–11
Korea: March 26
Poland: December
Portugal: October 14–15
Turkey: May 5–8
United Kingdom: September 22–23
For more information on these national meetings,
please go to the IHPBA website at www.ihpba.org
Future World Congresses
7th World Congress Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
Dates: September 3-7, 2006
Chairman: Prof. O. James Garden, FRCS
Secretariat: Concorde Services Ltd.
Forth House, Rutland Square
Edinburgh EH1 2BW
Scotland, United Kingdom
Tel:+44-131-221-6596
Fax:+44-131-221-6597
E-mail: info@ihpba2006.com
Homepage: www.ihpba2006.com
8th World Congress Mumbai, India
Dates: February 27–March 2, 2008
Chairman: Dr. Palepu Jagannath
Secretariat: 22 Alka, 15th Road
Santacruz – W
400 054 Mumbai, India
Tel:+91-22-2640-6841
Fax:+91-22-2640-6841
E-mail: jagannath@vsnl.com
9th World Congress Buenos Aires, Argentina
Dates: 2010
Chairman: Prof. Eduardo de Santiban˜es
Telephone:+54-11-4981 4501
Email: eduardo.desantibanes@hospitalitaliano.org.ar
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